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Multidrug-resistant bacteria

#}AR B
Vi 7 A RIS T A PE R e > 5 —

Multidrug-resistant (MDR) has been defined as acquired non-
susceptibility to at least one agent in three or more antimicrobial
categories. In Japan, three MDR bacterial infection, methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA), multidrug-resistant Pseudomonas
aeruginosa (MDRP) and multidrug-resistant Acinetobacter spp.
(MDRA) are sentinel and notifiable disease under the infection control
Reviewed by law. MRSA emerged and became endemic among healthcare settings in
+= Japan during 1980s. In early 1990s, about 70% of S. aureus were resistant
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to methicillin and its drastic increase was a drive force for establishment
EARRFLRERA— IR of infection control programs in Japan. Since late 2000, not only MRSA
but also MDRP cases of infection has been decreasing which may due to
the improved infection control practices. MDRA, which is highly endemic
in most of the Asian countries, is still rare in Japan as only 38 cases
were reported in 2015. In addition to research and development of new
antimicrobial agents, further implementation of antimicrobial stewardship
and infection control measurement is crucial to contain MDR bacteria.
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