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gastric cancer

Claudins (CLDNSs) are a family of major membrane proteins that form the components of the tight cell
junctions. They form intercellular adhesion structure, and as many as 24 isoforms have been identified. The
expression of CLDN has been reported to be altered in various cancers, and the abnormal expression/function
of CLDN is associated with weakening of tight junctions, which may lead to cancer invasion and metastasis.
The CLDN family member CLDN18.2 is highly expressed specifically in gastric mucosa in normal tissues,
but it is ectopically expressed in many cancers. In addition, CLDN is localized outside the cell membrane
and has a structure capable of binding to monoclonal antibodies. Based on these characteristics, IMAB362, a
monoclonal antibody drug targeting CLDN18.2, has recently been developed.

The efficacy of IMAB362 on gastric cancer has been demonstrated in phase Il trials, and phase I study is
ongoing to investigate the combined effect of IMAB362 and chemotherapy. IMAB362 is a promising new o
drug that can be expected to show antitumor activity not only for gastric cancer, but also for many other °o
cancers, and the results of future clinical trials are anticipated.
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